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BY BOB SELTZNER 

(Of The Daily Calumet Staff) 

A complete breakdown of com- 
munication and bitterness to the level 
of mania were inevitable between 
Southeast side legal researcher 
Sherman Skolnick and all categories of 
the judiciary in Chicago. It has been 
brewing for a half dozen years. 

Skolnick’s activities over the years in 
the courts, fortified by an unusual, and 
on occasion an uncanny self-education 
in. the legal processes, have angered 



even the lawyers who make their living 
there- though there are no few of them 
who privately have envied his apparent 
immunity to retaliation and the 
professionalism of his work. 

However, hand rn hand with 
Skolnick’s continuing citizen’s role in 
demanding action by the courts on such 
issues as legislative apportionment of 
Illinois’ political boundaries, has been a 
tatoo of attacks on the performances of 
certain judges. And here Skolnick ha^s 
run the risk of finally painting himself 
into a corner. The judiciary, from the 
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ultimately had to revolt and put 
Sklonick in his place, so to speak. , 

United States District Court judge 
Edwin Robson on December 9 of this 
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year became the instrument of all the 
courts to do just that. Judge Robson hit 



Calumet 



Skolnick with a scathing broadside 
which made a considerable dent in the 
ironclad hide of the previously in- 
defatigable Skolnick. 
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Skolnick, who over the years 
attracted enough volunteer helpers 
legitimately form a group known as the 
Citizens Committee to Clean Up the 
Courts, is the first to admit that Judge 
Robson’s counter attack found its mark, 
even though only momentarily. As a 
matter of fact, Skolnick in late 
November and early December ad- 
mitted to this columnist that this 
particular project of his was in trouble. 

Though hardly a gambler in the 
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